
 
 

" Working Together"   

 

 

Doctor of the "Gung Ho" 

In autumn 1941 Fritz began to work as a doctor for the industrial 

cooperatives, called “Gung Ho” (cooperation). This organization was 

founded in 1938 on the initiative of the New Zealander Rewi Alley, the 

American journalist Edgar Snow and his wife Peg Snow, and was based 

on the idea that the Japanese bombed big cities like Shanghai to 

summarize become workers and refugees in small cooperative 

enterprises. They produced finished products from local raw materials 

and thus also offered economic resistance against Japan. Alley and 

Snow were able to win the support of foreign friends and Chinese 

patriots for this idea. 

In 1941, "Gung Ho" had 1,867 workshops with 29,000 

employees. structure and three regional headquarters. Fritz works as 

the medical director in the south-eastern headquarters of the "Gung Ho" 

inKanhsien (Ganzhou) and oversees the provinces of Kiangsi, 

Fukien, and Kwangtung (Guangdong), in addition, he works like his 

visits -the card can be found as a guide to the Chinese red 

Cross. 
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Kanhsien  

Kiangsi 
 

 

 

 

 

 Business card. The translation of the Chinese characters is Counselor of 

the Auxiliary Corps for  Nurses and Doctors of the Chinese Red House Doctor 

of the Chinese Industrial Cooperatives for the provinces of  Kiargsi, Fukien, 

and Kwang-tung. 
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When Fritz comes to Kanhsien, a small town in Sud-Kiangsi in 

the middle of former Soviet territories, Chiang Kai-shek's older son, 

Chiang Tsching-kuo, ruled the city. After studying for twelve years in 

the Soviet Union, he returned to China with his Russian wife in 1938 

and since then has been a senior civil servant for the southern part 

of Kiangsi Province. 92 

Five letters have survived from Kanhsia, which Fritz wrote to his 

parents who emigrated to Miami. In the first letter from October 1941 - it 

is the last one he wrote in German - he laments his loneliness: 

“My life here is relatively big and calm Solitude that I spend at my 

desk and books when I am not in my little clinic or traveling around the 

provinces to sow medication and carbol and reap hygiene. So lonely 

in fact, my bum like a horse and my ear tickles after cordite 

explosions. " 93 

The letter also shows that Fritz is still trying to get into the 

USA. About the first meeting with his parents (he last saw his father 

before he left for Spain and his stepmother in Paris in 1937) he puts 

the following thoughts on paper: 

"How it will be to see you again, I can't imagine- ask, I think one 

will be dumb with the urge to tell, with joy howling and not knowing 

what to do with being a stranger and finding it again and we will have 

to invent a new way of greeting that is closer than a Ku 8 and more 

distant than a bow. As a political propose a demonstration, apart from 

and after the invented, after-a-long-time-almost-forgotten as-just-

yesterday-just-yesterday-celebration 'a unison' Unheil Hitler 'with 

thumbs down, a kind of black mass ceremony. " 

In this letter, Fritz criticizes the “wait and see” policy of the Chiang 

Kai-shek government, which it “couldn't afford” and which has too 

many “appeasers” in Chungking. Au-Serdem “the government kicks 

more to the left than the united front is good 

does ". He is addressing the cooperation between the Kuomintang 

and communists, which had deteriorated as early as 1938. In 

January 

 
105 



1941 the second anti-communist Kanpagre was successful, the enter 

the term “Incident with the 'New 4th Army”' went down in history. The 

"New 4th Army", which was only founded in Janner 1938 and 

commanded by the Communists, was attacked by the Kuomintang 

Army and almost destroyed. However, the communists soon 

succeeded in re-establishing the “New 4th Army”. A third anti-

communist campaign by government troops in 1943 also ended 

unsuccessfully. 

 
On his 38th birthday, Fritz is on one of his supply trips to 

Kwangtung Province. From a 

"Little dirty village," he writes a letter to his parents, which he 

prefixes with the following "motto" - as he calls it: 

"I am sorry for myself 

Sa Sa Sorry for myself 

No Pappa no Mamma No Whiskey 

Soda No Motorcar no sweetheart 

(I feel sorry for myself, sorry for myself. No father, no mother, 

no whiskey-soda. no motorcycle, no sweetheart.) 

 
"I have established complete emotional self-sufficiency here: I 

write my books to have something to read, I make jokes about 

myself to have something to laugh about, and I wear Chinese silk to 

have something to caress." 4th 

 
On his last trip to a "similarly filthy village", Fritz acquired 

severe diphtheria. For three days he lay in bed with a fever and 

chills, thinking only about the common flu, until he got hold of a 

mirror and two candles and noticed suspicious white spots in his 

throat. It took two days until he - carried in a surcharge - came to a large 

town on a street. From here he telegraphed a dignitary who he knew 

had a car owned and - what was more important - Benz in. This 

brought him back to Kanhsien, where Fritz diagnosed diphtheria with 

his Zeiss microscope. Catholic sisters, in whose hospital Fritz was 
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helped out wisely, cared for him. From time to time they would come 

into his room and ask him if he might not repent of his sins. Since 

Fritz did not do this, they assured him that Gotl would this I will 

forgive for being so good to the poor pagans. 
Fritz was lucky and soon recovered. Other doctors, such as 

the already mentioned Canadian "Spain doctor" Dr. Norman 

Bethune and the Indian Dr. Kotnis, fell ill and died in the exercise of 

their profession. 

After his recovery, Fritz continues the interrupted journey and 

visits iron-smelting and paper cooperatives. The members of these 

cooperatives are given three to six bowls of rice and green blasters 

twice a day, and small pieces of meat every fifth day, which is why 

they suffer from tuberculosis, scabies, and beri-beri. “And yet,” says 

Fritz, “they are better off here in the south of the rice-growing than in 

the north, where millet and wheat are available.” 95 

Because of his work in Kanhsia, Fritz also met Chiang 

Tsching-kuo. In addition to working for "Gung Ho", Fritz becomes a 

family doctor for his family. He spends New Year's Eve 1941 in 

Chiang Ching-Kuo's house, about which Fritz wrote to his parents: 

"There was wine, Russian observers, and everything was as it 

should be and I got drunk." 

Chiang Ching-Kuo initially supported the cooperatives movement 

and tried to develop the part of the province that was under his 

walling into a "model". But he steadily developed to the right, the 

more often people selected for him who "took care" of him. 96 

After the attack on Pearl Harbor in December 1941, the 

Japanese concentrated their forces against the USA and its allies in 

the Pacific and Southeast Asia and were therefore unable to 

increase the pressure on the Chinese theater of war. However, 

Chiang Kai-shek did not succeed in changing the military situation in 

favor of China. 

Fritz makes his comment electronically: 

 
“We are also not very disappointed here because we thought England 
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and America was now fighting instead of us, but until now they have 
not done it. And then we decided to keep fighting - sighing and 

hesitating - not without staring constantly at the American production 

plan and rather impatiently waiting for the golden age until America 

is ready. 97 

 
Nominally, 3 million Chinese were under arms, organized into 

300 divisions, although these looked very different in terms of 

quantity. Most of the time the divisions were below thirty-one 

strength since the commanding general was paid a lump sum and 

he tried to slip as much as possible into his pocket. Conditions for 

the soldiers were disastrous. They generally wore straw sandals and 

had to share a blanket in groups of five. They wore two hand 

grenades on their belts and a long bluestocking with dry rice around 

their necks. The food was poor, and even captains and majors 

couldn't get enough food. Again and again, dysentery and smallpox 

epidemics raged, louse-borne relapsing fever and typhus, 

Had "increased". Malnutrition and illness resulted in high losses that 

sometimes accounted for more than 40 percent of the annual troops. 

This makes it understandable that the recruits had to be forcibly 

removed from their villages by the evacuation troops. However, 

anyone who could raise a sum of money and the regular delivery of 

rice could avoid confiscation. 

General Stilwell, Commander in Chief of the American Armed 

Forces forces in East, South and Southeast Asia, whom Fritz described 

as "a type of honest sincere and sincere democrats ”, commented on 

the recruitment as follows:“ The draft meets the Chinese look for 

peasants in the same way as flood and famine, but it happens more 

regularly and it causes more victims. 99 

 

During the war, twelve million soldiers were used 

Kuomintang Army drafted, eight million of whom died in the eight 

years of the war; most of them, however, not from the enemy. Of 
the 
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Hunger, the cold, the cruelty of the generals and officers, as well as 

illnesses took a far greater toll. 

 
 
 

Now you are free 

You died Now you are lying in four spruce 

patties. Because of your corporal's very large 

courage, You're still getting your thin 

Uniform. 

This time he was unusually selfless. 

 
With a pale face, open eyes, 
the black mouth wide open - what are you waiting for. what? 
For food and drink? On your love 
Or is it still the freedom? 

 
Four comrades carry you 

with grumpy faces. 

And, dissatisfied, stand in silence. 

 
The corporal takes a long spade. The 

sergeant reaches for the weapon, 

To watch over those who carry you In 

this way they form a dignified 

company, 

your life. his bitterness to lay in yellow linen. 

 
Your four porters moan under the weight, 

although you are nothing more all skin and thin bone ice. 

 
When the train arrives in front of 

the 

city 

The sergeant loads his rifle. 

Your four porters bow their heads 

in silent resignation. 
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The corporal hands them the spade 

and sits down on the slope. 

He thinks; When one sacks rice 

rations. 

how much meat and wine can you 

buy? 

The sergeant is at the top of the 

slope 

and keep the rifle ready. 

 

 
Oh, you! 
You make them sweat with work. 

How much they got over you, your comrades. 

You are by far not as undemanding as the dead man from  

the seventh train.  

which was unceremoniously thrown into the river.  

and who drifted down, all alone, without help.  

As long as you are big.  

and two feet deep  

the pit is dug.  

Now they lower you into the hole  

and cover the coffin with yellow clay:  

they pile it higher - which then makes a grave. 

 
Here you are now. 

Right and left of your comrades. 

And among your comrades. Maybe 

one also puts on you. after a while. 

individually. 

your comrades. 

 
Little more than a month  

and rain and wind  

the yellow earth will continue. Wandering children  

and your coffin were their food.  

Hungry dogs gnaw at your bones  

and scatter them everywhere. 
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O, my friend. 

this is the time of fulfillment: 

all the bitterness of your life washed away by the rain 

and finally, you have the freedom. 
 

Wherever you want to go st. 

the dogs will carry you. '"" 

 

 

 

 
The communist army, however, had a completely different 

character. Their army was not based on forced recruitment; their 

army was a volunteer army. Wherever the army went, land reform 

brought it with it. The “Eight Rules” carried by every soldier 

demanded to understand between the population and the liberation 

army. The "eight rules" were: 

 
1. If you are using the door of the farmhouse as a bed board, 

put the door back on before you move into the village. 

2. Before you leave, tie up the straw you slept on in bundles 

and take it where you found it. What in-Whenever you take 

from his seat, put back. Sweep the Fu Oboden before 

leaving. 

3. Be humble, sincere, and kind. 

4. No seizures. Pay the market price for everything you buy. 

5. If you borrow something, give it back. 

6. If you harm, replace it. 

7. Don't make the villages dirty. Dig your own latrine. 

8. Don't bother women. Don't bathe naked where they can see 

you. 

 
Fritz knew about this army and also that theirs 

Combat operations did not appear in the media due to the 

censorship ordered by Chiang Kai-shek. 
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In Kanhsia, Fritz not only works in the clinic of the co-

operative ven but also in the “Poor People's Clinic” and a maternity 

hospital, in which he is at the request of Chiang Ching-Kuo 

complicated case. 

Also in the "Society of Friends of Wounded Soldiers 

ten “Fritz is active. He writes: 

 
“The 'friendship' of this Christian-philanthropic Chinese 

association managed to put that in the garden of the military. 

Tarspitaler flowers were planted and since 0 the brown mud walls of the 

sickroom were covered over in white. My attempts, however, by 

changing treatment methods and hospital administration to improve 

the death statistics and the healing successes of these institutions were 

rejected as too radical - and I was politely bid farewell. " 

 
The language barrier that Fritz faced from everyone in the held 

closer contacts, was in addition to a certain xenophobia opportunity in 

the cooperative, and its often seemingly pointless One of the reasons 

that he expressed his wish to leave the country the US maintained. 

While he is already able to teach medicine and surgery, “I am still 

unable to express the finer vibrations of my brain; just those that you 

want to know about you before entering into a close relationship ", he 

wrote to his parents in December 1941. In addition to these personal 

concerns, he is also plagued by political ones, and as in almost 

every one of his letters, it was not just a dry appraisal: 

 
"While in the western suburbs of Stalingrad 3 fighting and I'm 

completely sure that 3 of the final victory will be ours, I secretly shit in 

the mine in Hong Kong bought cotton panties. Even a hero, I think he 

is entitled to shit in his pants as long as he keeps his form. and hides 

the smell. " 101 

 
                                 During his stay in China Fritz always had several "Projects" are 

ongoing and he is working to make them come true. A project 
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pursues his entry into the US Army, but cannot bring this to a 

positive conclusion. And that's because, as he thinks, everyone, as a 

US solicitor, is automatically an American citizen and this is not 

welcome to the authorities in his case. 

Fritz argues before the competent authorities on his well-known ironic 

manner: there is a chance that during his use die without ever having 

had the opportunity in the blessed land as a state citizen to drive 

mischief. But the authorities did not respond and said that he had a 

good chance of surviving the war. And what if then? 102 

Fritz's plan to join the army or go to a large hospital in Chung-

king, is fiercely opposed by Chiang Ching-Kuo. He speaks of 

traveling to the USA and taking Fritz with him, which but dismiss it as 

“talk”. 

 

"He (Chiang Ching-Kuo) thinks I'm a pleasant person to be 

around, but I'm afraid he is unable to provide the framework for a 

large, well-organized hospital or a large, well-organized army 

create." 

 
In the meantime, Fritz set up a practice and established 

himself as a surgeon. Some operations give him such a reputation 

that even patients come to him from a great distance. He writes to 

his parents that they have enough money and other things according 

to the local and temporal levels. 

In addition to Fritz's letters, there is also a letter from the US 

clergyman FJ Stauble, which he wrote to Fritz's father in early 

November 1943. 

 
“Dear Mr. Jensen! 

On July 16, I started my journey from Kanhsien, Kiangsi, 

where I had worked for ten years. Almost every day your son 

came over to spend a booth or two with us. - or two with us. - He 

had done a lot of medical and surgical work on our mission. We 

could never persuade him to accept payment for his many 

services... You will be eager to find out how Fritz is doing. He 

visited me on 
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His job: Since he came to Kanhsia, he was entrusted with the 
management of the medical department of the Chinese Industrial 
Cooperative. Nobody will ever know. how many lives he saved He 
had prescribed office and clinical hours. 

But standing means nothing to him. Whenever anyone came 

(whenever). he was always ready to serve. And I can work. since 8 he 

would like more service in his spare time. then in his tenure. Never-one 

knows how many patients he treated and how many in grams still 

paid for medicines out of pocket, although his means were very limited. 

He is the general practitioner for the family of Chiang Kai-shek's son. is 

the administrator of the province. - The poor are particularly valuable to 

him. About a month before I left, a Chinese man was put at the head of 

the CIC health insurance fund. who had enjoyed training abroad. but 

would have no idea how to run a clinic. He ran an economy in the mess 

and wasted the mistake. Fritz couldn't do that and submitted his 

dismissal. The board wanted to persuade him to stay. Fritz remained 

tough. He insisted that the other man resigned. So he doesn't want to go 

back. Because the administrator had political influence. so the board 

could not remove him. 

 
Thereupon Fritz opened a private clinic. In the meantime, he 

applied for employment as a military doctor with the British Army 

Administration in China. Just before I leave. he had to fill out the form. 

He may already be in the British Army. Our mission will very much miss 

his medical visits and especially his friendly visits.- Not just our 

Catholic Mission staff. The Protestants and the entire population of 

Kanhsia have the highest esteem for him. He is a WAHFER DOCTOR. 

Don't think about  Honora. He gets more fee back than he gets. It's a 

shame. that the co-operatives did not bother him any better. . . "103 

 
        After working for "Gung Ho" for two years - its initiator and colleague  

Rewi Alley had already been dismissed in September 1942 - Fritz creates 

 the following picture of the cooperatives: 
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“The all-powerful director of this organization was the finance director of 

the Kuomintang government. Mr. Kung. The members' badge was a 

triangle with the marks. Kung Cho '(collaboration). 

Mr. Kung worked for so long on the synchronization of this original 

Lich progressive. albeit politically somewhat utopian society. until the 

imprint of the seats or the crops he used on their BE rose chairs 

would have been a far more appropriate badge than that. that they 

wore in the buttonhole. The workers had to watch their cooperative 

operations in the swamp the war economy suffocated. Many of the 

well-meaning people immigrated to the concentration camp. ' 

 
 
 
 
 

Woodcut. War refugees from., China wins " 
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In the war capital of Chungking 
Fritz's next message comes from the war capital Tschunking on the Yangtze River. 
It is a radiogram from December 23, 1943, to his father: 

Healthy and in good shape Came to Tschungking to find 

bigger work. First project: Large cooperative hospital. Big moral, 

little financial support. Second: joining the US Army. Third, 

prepare to return to Vienna as soon as Russian victories predict 

Hitler's fall. . . 

 
 
 

 

RADIOGRAM 
This message was transmitted by the Chinese international Broadcasting Station XGOY, of Chungking, China, on 

 
. ---DECEMBER 23,--1943,-- and is transcribed and relayed to you by Dr. Charles E. Stuart, 461 East Main  

 

 

HEALTHY AND IN GOOD SPIRITS.  GAME CHUNKING TO FIND BIGGER WORK. FIRST PROJECT BIG CO-

OPERATIVE HOSPITAL. MUCH MORAL LITTLE FINANCIAL SUPPORT. 

SECOND JOIN HITLER'S DOWNFALL. HAIL BOBBY'S BIRTHDAY. WRITE C.I.C. 241 MINGSEN ROAD. 

CHUNKING. LOVE. 

A FRITZ 
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Fritz is unable to realize his plan to join the US Army, as 

apparently - he writes - there is an instruction not to grant permits to 

non-US citizens outside the USA. 

Fritz Kom + entertained: "The guards of the crucible fear of- 
a watering down of their precious alloy with too many young 

Danish intellectuals. " 

 
He cannot join the British Army either. To 

he writes: 

“The British have checked the credentials of a housemaid on 

me who had credentials from a tobacconist who had a customer who 

was a lord. They considered the lord's credentials and found it 

vague, apparently because one of his ancestors' nephews had once 

sympathized with the “Digger Movement” (peasant plebeian 

movement with utopian communist aims in the English bourgeois 

revolution, EB). That's why I can't join the British Army. ”104 

 
After the army plans were broken, Fritz prepares two new 

projects: A trip to Kwangtung Province for a medical examination in 

an emergency area and a trip to Tschengtu (Chengdu), the largest Ben 

University Center in Setschuan Province (Sichuan) to hold lectures 

on medical care in the army and To hold war surgery. For the activity 

in Kwangtung, Fritz project plan ("Memorandum of the necessity and 

desirability of carrying out a medical investigation of the famine area in 

Kwang- tung "), in which he cites scientific guidelines that he from his 

previous work in emergency areas has worked. If he is appointed to 

carry out the project, he added at the end of the report, he will forego 

his payment. 

Fritz was "very popular" in Tschungking and drove his mischief", 

as Anna Wang / Dr. Anneliese Martens. Wang had her later while 

studying in Germany 
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met Chinese man Wang Ping-nan, with whom she was in 
moving to China in the 1930s. She regarded herself as a kind of "liaison 

man" for the Spanish doctors. sent them books and newspapers and 

forwarded their reports to the "China Defense League" or foreign 

organizations. the supported their work with money or material. 

Wang says: 

 
“When they came back from the front, they made into me 

Tschungking Station and poured out their hearts on me. It was 

the primitive conditions of her life and work that made her so shaken 

and bitter. but rather the worsening sloppiness and corruption in all 

areas of public life. also in the army. 105 

 
Was also with the Americans of the US Information Center 

Fritz very popular. They considered him to be a psychiatrist because for 

them every doctor who comes from Vienna has to be a psychiatrist and 

Fritz made it a lot of fun to increase this reputation even more ”. Anna 

Wang remembers. Fritz also used this reputation. In one He wrote a 

letter to his parents stating that he was earning a living from 

psychoanalysis. that a rich American makes with him. 106 

The plan to set up a large cooperative hospital comes about 

because of insufficient financial support (, but large who more moral! 

”) does not materialize. The distribution of his ideas. as at the moment, 

"Kwangtung" and "Chengtu" is what Fritz describes as a long-term 

business, instead of which he would rather sell socks.because., there is 

a better market for that ”. 107 

Fritz received the organ printed in Moscow via the embassy of 

the German Freedom League behind the German emigrants in the 

Soviet Union, the German Soldiers' Union. consisting of German 
prisoners of war and the committee of the Freedom Association of 

German officers are standing. 

 
,. It looks strange but hopeful, article mil old 

aristocratic German names and titles, General der Artillerie 

so and so 'to see the violent anti-Hitler article signed 
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Fritz Jensen and Kuo Mon-jo. (Original in ZPA.) 

 
 
 

write and ask the German soldiers to give up, and print out their 

recommendations for the Soviet Union. Signs like this make me look 

more for temporary employment, ready for a bigger job at home 

when the time comes. ” 

In Tschungking Fritz takes care of the sick schoolchildren 

"Yu Tsai School", which is run by Dr. Tao was founded and by 

freelance willing donations lives. In this school, mainly Wa-

teaches seniors and refugee children who have a special 
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show exercise. In addition to the usual middle wool, they are an egg 

Taught one of the following subjects: Acting. Literature, fine arts. Dance. 

Science or music.108 Also the popular famed progressive writers poets, 

playwrights. historian and archaeologist Kuo Mo-jo (Guo Moruo) meets 

Fritz. who studies medicine, like he does, but has started his medical 

career.and under the influence of foreign writers of the literature, has 

turned. Persecuted by the Kuomintang reactionaries. II he moved to 

Japan in 1928 and returned to China in July 1937. 

jerk to the anti-Japanese propaganda and training work in the 

To direct the Kuomintang area. 

Since Tschungking has been the war town of the Kuomin Tang 

government since 1938, all important organizations had their 

headquarters there. For example! the "Sino British Science Cooperation 

Office" a British organization that was designed to do this. Bringing aid 

for scientific research to China. The British scientist Prof. Joseph 

Needham was in charge. Fritz and some other "Spanish doctors" 

wanted to win over to the UNRRA. This United Nations Relief and 

Rehabilitation Administration (United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation 

Administration) organization for war-torn countries was founded in 

November 1943 with headquarters in Washington. a year later she set 

up a small office in Chungking. 109 

 
In April 1944, the Japanese launched an offensive in China. 

with which the first major fighting began in autumn 1938. In the 

process, they succeeded. to occupy an important railway junction 

south of the Yellow River Yes, the consequence of this was 

startling: 34 divisions del Kuomintang. underneath some. Those 

who were among the best ... suddenly vanished into thin air“. 110 

In June, the "rice bowl", Tschangscha, fell, in December the  
Japanese advanced as far as Kweitschau and with their troops 
 were able to establish a single front line from the north to the  

south in Indochina. 
Domestic politics was at this time due to a growing opposition 

marked against the policy of Chiang Kai-shek. Especially 

 
120 



Students, but also other progressive forces, demanded the 

democratization of public life. the reorganization of the government 

and radical changes in the high command of the Chinese armed 

forces. The Communist Parted and its armed forces 

Forces - the "Eighth Army" counted 80,000 men and at the beginning of the war 

grew to 1 million men by June 1945. die., New 4th Army ”of 

12,000 to 150,000 men - gained a growing reputation. ' ' ' In theIn the 

hinterland of the Japanese, the communists established 19 

“occupied areas” by the end of the war. 

 

 

The partisan Wang Wu-An 
In Chungking, Fritz works for various Chinese organizations, 

which, in his opinion, are "worth the effort." "You can guess three 

times. I mean," he asks his parents without giving them an answer. 

He also treats., People who do dangerous work behind the 

Japanese lines. Here he is just as encrypted as in previous letters, in 

which he does not mention certain "things" by their name, namely: 

Communists and circumstances concerning them. 

One of these "people" is a young woman who visits Fritz 

because of her headache, insomnia, and dizziness. When an 

examination did not provide any more detailed information, she asks 

him whether her symptoms could be caused by beating a stick and 

fist, which had been the case for several months' reserve. Finally, it 

turns out that she was tortured by the Japanese. and tells Fritz the 

following story: 

 
., I can join the revolutionary movement as a student of 

pedagogy in Shanghai. After working against the Japanese in the 

student organization for two years. the party sent me to the New 

Fourth Army area. because she had found out that I was at the 

university from the police Wang Ching-weis of the president of the 

traitors' government. was searched. I was entrusted by the Partisans 

to organize the educational work of the villages in one of the liberated 

districts of Sud-Kiangsu. 
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Wang Wu-An 

 
 
 

The old school system that we found was not a suitable basis 

on which to build something new. In the large villages, there were 

schools whose teachers were paid by the rich landlords. 80 percent 

of the children received no lessons, 90 percent of the adults could 

neither read nor write. Before the war, there had been a kind of 

Pragmatization of teachers under the Kuomintang rule. They had a 

certain education course to be allowed to teach in 'recognized' 

schools. Like so many Kuomintang laws, this was just that stayed on 

paper. Even if it's partly in the city was carried out to the village, where 

80 percent of the Chinese people live, it didn’t. 
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The old system prevailed in the village. The children of the rich 

were instructed in the writings of Confucius and Menzius, of the ancient 

classics, taught. The method of teaching consisted in repeating 

sentences read by the teacher and in drawing characters, the so 

Long written, pronounced, and written again. until they are stuck in the 

children's minds. The teacher is not usually called the school, but only. if 

not, otherwise was irreconcilable. Other irreconcilability - that was 

Sickness, a brokerage in businesses requiring a charter (this increased 

his meager earnings), or the Need. having tea or wine with a visitor. 

In the beginning, we focused on educating teachers. On the 

orders of our partisan authorities, they had to take a training course. I 

conducted such a course while I was working. The candidates were 

old-style village teachers and high school students who had joined us 

for patriotic reasons. We also received an influx of teachers from the 

cities of the occupied territory who could not come to terms with 

teaching the children the teachings of the liberation mission of the 

Sons of the Sun to the children among the Japanese or to present to 

them under Wang Ching-wei the solutions of political aid for Japan, 

economic advancement through Japan and cultural exchange with 

Japan. to make them ripe for the general prosperity in the greater 

East Asia under Japanese rule. 

What we taught was: the history of the Chinese revolution of 

the last hundred years and Mao Tse-tung's books, On the Long-

Lasting War and, The New Democracy. That took up two-thirds of 

our two-month training course. The political leadership of our army 

criticized the Department of Education very seriously at one of our 

meetings. because we only spent a third of the time on "Modern 

Methods of Education." The criticism was entirely justified. but that is 

where our mistake came from. dd 0 We were more concerned with 

politics at the university than with our studies and since 0we long 

before we could take our exam - had gone to the partisans. We deeply 

regretted every minute of inattention during our university studies! 
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After we had been criticized, we had some modern books about 

pedagogy smuggled into the village from Shanghai and tried to make up 

for what we lacked in education by teaching ourselves. 

Another time we got very violent from our political Management 

attacked. because we had accepted teachers. who belonged to 

Wang Ching-weis Kuomintang. Menem part of the Kuomintang that 

defected to the Japanese. Only when it became clear that these 

teachers behaved well in the face of punishment from the Japanese 

and did not betray partisans despite the enemy's "embarrassing 

interrogation," was our department rehabilitated in the eyes of the 

political leadership. 

Once, I was in a village during a school inspection. whose 

teacher I had trained myself in one of the two-month courses. When 

the Japanese came to the town as a surprise, they carried out an 

inspection of the civilian population, and they also came to the 

school. Before they entered, I left the podium where I had stood with 

the teacher and sat down on the school bench with the children. 

Fortunately, I looked young enough and was dressed like a peasant 

girl. so that I could qualify as a village student. The Japanese came. 

questioned the teacher and stared. Their machine guns at the ready. 

read and threaten the children. My heart pounded because the 

teacher was one of the old ones 

Type. who only took part in our training course on orders and out of 

fear of our soldiers. But he was silent. and the children tried hard to 

cover me by squeezing together. The Japanese withdrew - and I 

continued the inspection. 

Another time we suddenly had to interrupt our course because 

the village was under military attack. At that time, only the 

educational group of the partisan department was in town. our troops 

were employed elsewhere. It was winter and I remember that the 

children saved me by taking me through snow-covered fields to the 

Yangtze River, from where I was able to take a boat with the other 

members of our group to a safe island in the river. No one from the 

Pedagogical Group knew how to row properly, and the Yangtze 

proved to be almost as dangerous as the enemy. Again one 
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Another time we encountered a Japanese patrol on a nightly march 

from one village to another. We were more than them - but most of 

us were young students, including many girls, and we had no guns. 

The Japanese had their Pistols and rifles. 
It was the rainy season. The Japanese disappeared at the 

towards the banks of the little river we had to cross. With Shouldered 

umbrellas, we strode with pounding hearts over the arched bridge. 

The silhouette of our figures with the umbrellas that looked like rifles 

must have been so terrifying that the Japanese - because of our 

majority - did not dare to shoot. Did they have it done we were lost? 

After two years of activity, every village had its school and all 

children had their lessons. The teachers taught in the school during 

the day, and in the evening they taught the adults, supported by the 

children. The lessons were free of charge; the teachers ate in the 

farmers' house and got only a small salary. But they didn't live badly. 

The only tradition of the old days that can help us was the 

tremendous respect the peasant population had for the teaching 

profession. 

In the Manchu period, there was still the system of state 

exams for civil servants; Each rank of a civil servant was tied to an 

examination of the applicant's classical education; by test, after test 

one stepped from rank to rank up the ladder of fame and fortune. 

The farmer of the old Manchu Empire was conscious of this, that the 8 

lack of education made it impossible for him to step even onto the 

lowest rung of the ladder, and the Longing for schooling has remained 

almost tragically awake in the hearts of our village people 

When the New Fourth Army protected the peasants from the 

Japanese, it won their gratitude; when it gave them self-government 

it increased their civic pride; but when the partisans brought the 

general and compulsory education to the villages, they won the 

whole heart of the rural population. " 
When the young woman finishes her story, Fritz prescribes 

bromine for her and is already in love with her. 113 Your name is 

Wang Wu-An, she 
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comes from the city of Hutschau (Huzhou), near the city of Shanghai, 
her father is a lawyer, enlightened and socially-minded, and comes 

from an educated landowning family. Their hat show after the clash 

with the Japanese in July 1937 almost daily was bombed, her family 

moved to live with relatives in the countryside, where they came into 

contact with partisans who asked them for financial support. At Wu-

An, Ben left this one lasting good impression: the leader was a well-

known elementary school teacher, and some schoolmates were among 

them. At the 

She had loved to join them immediately, but her father was against it. 

When, after a few months of Japanese occupation, life in the big cities 

resumed its normal course, the Wang family moved to Shanghai. Wu-An 

attended high school on the International Concession and ended up in a 

secret circle through an illegal partisan newspaper and a friend who was 

a member of the banned student movement. Soon afterward, Wu-An 

became the “shop steward” of her class, then her school. After finishing 

middle school, she began to study pedagogy in Shanghai, worked in the 

student organization against the Japanese, and became a member of 

the Communist Party.11^ After working as a partisan for two years, she 

returned to the Japanese-occupied area, near Shanghai, because of 

health problems. She began to work at a school whose head the 

partisans supported, and one day she was captured and tortured by the 

Japanese, who believed her to be his wife. After eight days, Wu-An 

managed to escape to Shanghai, from where she went to the 

unoccupied area of Chungking after treatment in the hospital. 115
 

 
Meet Fritz and Wang Wu-An with some friends in Tschou En-lai's 

apartment - she is next to the headquarters of the 8th March Army - 

to celebrate their wedding. As a "good sign for the world", professor 

Needham announced in his pro de the meeting of east and west in 

San Francisco and at the same time in Tschungking - personified by 

wu-An and Fritz. 116 
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Wang Wu-An with her parents and Fritz. 

 
 
 

 

UNRRA official 

In August 1944, Fritz's plan was as follows: return to Austria as 

soon as “West” and “East” have met in Central Europe in order to 

help create a “better” Austria; when assigned an important task, he 

could but also imagine another stay in China. '117 

He spends the next two months in the provinces Yunnan 

(Yunnan), Kweitschau, and Kwangsi (Guangxi), to raise the living 

conditions of Chinese soldiers and recruits in the training camps for 

the British Red Cross. . When, after completing the report, some 

medical helpers are sent out to remedy the worst need, Fritz 

comments: "As if you were giving a whale a biscuit." 118 
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Five years had already passed since Fritz had come to China, and still, 

he had not had the opportunity to go to Yenan, the "war capital" of the 

communists. Closed up, he writes to Bobby: 

 
..I would not like to return to Europe from Egypt without seeing the 

pyramids. I mean. there are certain things here in China. that should be 

seen before returns home. My connections to the clan are such that 

he wishes me to visit them as soon as possible, as soon as the travel 

conditions allow. I would like to do that very much. 

 
The connections to the "clan" probably ran through Chou En-

lai. whom Fritz and Becker had visited in Tschungking in the summer 

of 1939. 

During the anti-Japanese war, the 8th Marching Army had an 

office in Chungking. in which the communist Wang Ping-nan (married to 

Dr. Anneliese Manens / Anna Wang) worked and its activity mainly in 

the information about the politics of the Communist Party existed. 

Since the Kuomintang authorities exerted strict censorship, this 

information policy can be extremely important. The censorship was of 

such magnitude. country correspondents addressed a statement of 

protest to Chiang Kai-shek. in which they stated. that it is impossible 

to be a responsible journalist in China. 119 

 
On the forthcoming work, organization, and inspection of the 

medical units of the British Red Cross. who were sent out based on 

Fritz's surveys, he writes to Bobby: 

 
'The work is hard and the living conditions absurd during such 

an inspection. But the wages are good and I live the dull and 

monotonous life of a medical adventurer. With enough time to write 

what I want to write (I sent quite a lot to a literary agency in New 

York 
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and maybe published, I received a flattering 

answer letter). " 

 
After the inspection trip is over, Fritz works in 

Tschungking with two nurses and assistants each in a small clinic, in 

which 1,500 cursed people. those of diseases like scabies. Malaria, 

Trachonomy, typhoid. Suffer from dysentery or meningitis, wait for 

treatment. In addition, various projects go through his head as usual, 

such as the scientific survey of the health status of workers and, based 

on this, the elaboration and Publication of a welfare plan. 

To be able to export a work in which one was interested, it 

was necessary to convince a wealthy, mostly charitable 

organization of the planned project to the extent that the 

financing was secured. 

 
Two days after Fritz and Wu-An married, on April 27th, 1945, 

independence was proclaimed in Austria and a Provisional government 

formed, in the three friends Fritz ', the communists Johann Koplenig 

(Vice-Chancellor). Franz Honner (State Office for the Interior) and Ernst 

Fischer (State Office for Education and People'sclearing up) 

collaborated. 

Fritz has been looking at his activity since the end of the war in 

Europe in China as a provisional and preparing the journey home. Of 

the Decision to return to Austria. went back according to Fritz "on the 

advice of good friends" 120, who thought that he could do more in Austria 

than at the moment in China. But there are problems with the travel 

formalities: Thieves haunted Fritz and stole a desk drawer in which he 

keeps his personal documents. 

Finally, the plans to return home completely faded into the 

background when Fritz was employed by UNRRA in July 1945 as 

part of the cholera vaccination in Tschungking. 

At that time, Chungking was overcrowded with refugees who like 

the rest of the city's population use the waters of the Yangtze Rivers 

and chilling for all daily activities and chores 
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Life used, During the fight against the epidemic learned 

the American doctor Herbert Abrahams Fritz who came from the 

USA for this purpose. His opinion about Fritz: "He was very similar to 

Norman Bethune, very accommodating, honest, spoke very well, 

had a sense of humor, and was dedicated to making the world a 

better place. 121 

 
 

Last memory of Hiroshima 
 

                                  
 

That was in those summer days. 
when you go out to reap— 
I've got it all figured out: 
The soup has already been served – 
I know this to be true - the hotshot is up 
at the Tish in front of me and a woman. 
And that is all I know: 
I was lifting my spoon when the bomb fell. 
A thin whistle came like a game of flotation. 
two hundred thousand of my home town. 
where nobody has a face anymore. 
I don't know if anyone felt anything either. 
I only know this: 
The bomb fell when I blew on my spoon 

and everything had happened before the soup was even chilled. 122  
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In August 1945 - the atomic bombs had already fallen on 

Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Manchuria liberated from the Soviet Army 

and the Second World War ended in Asia - it hit 

Austrian "Spanish doctor" Heinrich Kent and Edith Kent in 
Goodbye (Luizhou), in South China, to Fritz, who had just set up a 

cholera hospital there. Together they celebrated the end of the war 

and considered where they could best use their medical knowledge. 

 
"Yenan will need us," said Fritz, "we have to find a way to help 

alleviate the misery there, to heal the sick and wounded and to be 

there when they want to attack the 8th Army. We know how many 

weapons and airplanes the Kuomintang hid during the war to have 

them ready against Mao Tse-tung. ”123 

 
During the Sino-Japanese War, the Chinese did not use part of 

the war material supplied by the Americans for the war against the 

Japanese, but rather kept them hidden in order to use them in a 

confrontation with the Communists. For example, at the end of 1944, 

a US unit in the hills of Tu-shan (Dushan), in the province of 

Kweitschan, discovered a secret arsenal set up by the Kuomintang 

in which a total of 50,000 tons of weapons and ammunition, including 

50 new field guns and weapons associated grenades were hidden. 
124 

At the request of the Kuomintang government, after the end of 

the war, the Americans transported 500,000 nationalist soldiers to 

Shanghai, Nanking (Nanjing), and important cities in northern China 

and Manchuria, in order not to let these areas liberated by the 

Japanese fall into the hands of the communists. After the defeat of 

the Japanese, Chiang Kai-shek had ordered them to surrender only 

to Kuomintang troops. Until they arrived, they had the task of 

“keeping order” 

Though there have been late proceedings against Japanese 

collaborators and some scapegoats have been executed, the 

puppet army and even the Japanese in the former occupied 
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Areas remained untouched. The US consul John Melby commented on 
this in December 1945: 

 

., I don't understand anything, officially the Japanese are 

disarmed, but in Shanghai 15,000 armed patrol the punishment, 

and in the north tens of thousands guard the railroad and help the 

commons. to fight munists. 125 

 

In December 1945 the US government sent General Marshall 
as their special envoy to China, whose aim should be the mediation 

of internal peace. In January 1946 a ceasefire agreement was 

signed, negotiated by a committee of three consisting of Marshall, a 

representative of the Kuomintang government, and Tschou En-lai as 

the representative of the communists. At the end of January, at the 

Political Consultative Conference, representatives of the Kuomintang 

and the supporting Young China Party, as well as the Communist 

Party and its affiliated Democratic League, passed a resolution 

containing the guidelines for a constitution. 

 
Although a ban on troop movements had been negotiated, the 

Kuomintang, with the help of the Americans, occupied the Mukden 

Peninsula in March 1946 immediately after the Soviets had 

withdrawn from Manchuria North china. Chiang Kai-shek announced 

with certainty that within three months theBeat communists. Then 

the Americans. which are officially had come to China in the 

meantime, in August 1946 the National If weapons were left on 

particularly favorable terms, they lost theirs among the 

democratically-minded people of China Credibility. This left a deep 

mark in that the Chinese people put "America" on a par with 

landowners, under printers, and tax collectors. 

 
In January 1946, Fritz worked for the UNRRA health service in 

the province of Kiangsu (Jiangsu), north of Shanghai. one half in the 

Kuomintang area and the other half 
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A local newspaper from Jiangsu Province reported on January 9, 1946, about 
Fritz Jensen, who came to Wushi City to organize the construction of a 
hospital and technicians to create a well. (Provided by Wang Wu An.) 
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Lies in the area of the "New Democracy". He writes about  
UNRRA: 

“ Until then, despite UNRRA's solemn commitment to an 

impartial and non-political distribution of the goods provided by the 

United Nations, nothing had happened. to support the third of the 

Chinese population who were badly affected by the war and who 

lived in the former partisan areas. During an inspection trip, I passed 

without commission, and as I was aware. against the wishes of the 

leading agencies of UNRRA - the front lines that separate the two 

parts of the province, that of the government and that of the 'New 

Democracy'. separated from each other. After six weeks there, I 

returned and submitted a report containing the data necessary to 

organize a UNRRA relief operation in the communist area. My 

endeavor, which was crowned with little success, was to bring about 

a fairer distribution of the UNRRA goods. " 

 
When Fritz moved to the area of "New Democracy" in northern 

Kiangsu advance it. he makes contact with the former “New 4th Army 

on. who set up their headquarters there. His main work for them there 

is medical care, the purchase of medical devices and medicines. '* ^ 

In a plan that the government handed over to UNRRA. they 

listed the needs of the population in the formerly of the Japanese 

occupied territories. One table indicated there were 8 out of an 

estimated 266 million Chinese. who had been affected by the Japanese 

occupation. 120 million in the "Liberated Areas" led by the 

Communists lived: Manchuria was included. it was 150 million. Thus, 

almost two-thirds of the intended recipients of UNRRAAid in the 

communist-run areas. 126 

The first shipment of UNRRA ships reached Shanghai in 

November 1945. The Chinese National Relief and Rehabilitation 

Administration (CNRRA) was set up by the government to 

distribute aid: the Communists set up a separate organization for 

the "liberated areas", the China Liberated Areas Relief Association 

(CLARA). 
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Above: Fritz in the service of UNRRA in Shanghai (provided by Wang Wu-An.)- 
Below: Zhou Enlai. photographed by Fritz Jensen. (From ...China wins .) 
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On relief efforts with the government and UNRRA, as well as 

reception and distribution in the liberated areas. Although the 

UNRRA, according to its statutes, was obliged to treat the war-ridden 

population equally, regardless of race, religion, or political attitude. 

Despite many protests from CLARA, Tschou En-lai, and UNRRA 

employees, only 2 percent of all UNRRA aid reached open areas of 

the communists 

CLARA wrote two reports on this discriminatory policy, which Fitz 

helped to draw up. It was also he who gave CLARA advice. In addition 

to his work as an official of the UNRRA, he was responsible for 

questions of medical and social welfare in the Liberated Areas on behalf 

of the Communist Party and CLARA consul. As a medical officer, he 

knew about the supplies that had arrived and were therefore able to give 

CLARA information. how, for example, they could apply for certain 

goods. 

Ji Feng, who worked in the CLARA office in Shanghai in 1946. 

recalls. since Fritz often went to CLARA's office: ... he was very bold 

and one of the most active in the UNRRA. 128 

Neither Ji Feng nor anyone else knew that Fritz was a communist. 

mand in Shanghai, where Fritz and Wu An lived. 129 

Dr. Heinrich Kent. who also worked in the medical department of 

the UNRRA. remembered working in UNRRA as follows 

 
“The Kuomintang officials invented hundreds of difficulties. To 

break their obligations. It was no less difficult. to overcome the 

increasing influence of the reactionary American Foreign Ministry on the 

impartiality of the UNRRA organization. Now Fritz benefited from all 

previous experiences, and with irresistible energy, the obstacles were 

overcome. He went ahead and proved. that the battle lines could be 

crossed. He drove the first convoy of trucks through a pre-defined 

combat-free zone. He reached the inner areas of Kiangsi by the first flat-

bottomed landing ship over the Yangtze River, and the first sea-going 

vessel reached the inner areas of Kiangsi- 
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ship the port of Tsinan in Shantung. conquered by the People's Army, 

he organized parachute drops of food and bait from airplanes far to the 

north-west, wherever different Transports had needed weeks and 

months. "'130
 

 
Fritz spent the next two years until his return home in 

December 1947 mainly in communist areas: 

 
This was not my first contact with authorities and members of the 

Chinese Communist Party, but it was the first opportunity I had to study 

the Liberated Territories and see the New Democracy at work. I saw the 

work done by the small and middle functionaries of this party of millions 

in the areas torn apart by eight years of bloody guerrilla warfare.  The 

peasants improved their living conditions with giant steps - but they, who 

were responsible for this progress, paid for the achievements of the 

struggle with their health and with their lives. After years of hard work 

and privations caused by their life as partisans, they died of malaria, 

anemia, and vitamin deficiency. Here heroism had become a mass 

phenomenon. The most convincing thing was not the glittering, widely 

visible heroism of the storming of the enemy position, but the 

unbreakable courage in a milieu of scarcity, the gray heroism. who lived 

on two bowls of rice a day, who clothed himself day and night in the 

same cotton-lined coat, who, protected from the icy cold of northern 

China only by a small charcoal basin. with frozen fingers, painted the 

ornamental writings of important state decrees on the rough, self-made 

paper. And this heroism threw the undernourished heroes, after a few 

years of persistent revolutionary work, into the sickbed where they died 

of everyday life untouched and unsung. Only the closest comrades and 

the villages they knew mourned for them, and their death, even though it 

bore the medical name of one of the many epidemic diseases in China, 

was a death on the battlefield, a death in the struggle to save China. 

They died for the revolution whose goal is the freedom of Asia. 
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In December 1946 the National Assembly as it had existed 

before the war, including two right-wing groups, but without the 

participation of Communists. an authoritarianAdopted constitution 

which put general power in the hands of 

Chiang Kai-shek put. the impossibility of political negotiations 

between the Kuomintang and communists became clear. The city of 

Yenan has been the birthplace of the 'New Democracy' since the Major 

Kuomintang offensive has already been evacuated several times. 

When Fritz flies to Yenan in March 1947. is she located again in an 

evacuation? He writes: 

 
., It lies in the middle of the hilly terrain. DDS. from the plane 

seen. what an uninhabitable desert looked like. The desert is covered so 

they told me, for short summertime with green. but that autumn gives 

way to the uniform yellow-brown of an endless southern landscape. 

This mountainous Odnis in which the people. including Mao Tse 

Tungs and the members of the Central CommitteeCommunist Party 

teas that lived in caves in the earth were the rule birthplace of New 

China. Were there during the war countless patriotic young people 

migrated to - literally as well as figuratively - at the University of the New 

To learn about democracy. " 

 

One year after the beginning of the civil war, the communists 

began their successful counter-offensive in the summer of 1947. 

When Fritz and Wu-An started their journey to Austria in 

December 1947. the fighting between the Kuomintang and 

communists is still going on, but the way is. o it led to the 

proclamation of the People's Republic of China on October 1, 1949. 

already mapped out. 
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