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DISPLAY AD THANKING COMMUNITY FOR SUPPORTING FIRE VICTIMS 

 

It is at times like these that the true character of a community reveals itself in the many 

unselfish acts and heroic efforts that pour forth from its citizens in the wake of a disaster 

like the Tea Fire. Nearly everyone who lives in the Santa Barbara area knows someone 

who was directly impacted by this tragedy.  Already, Santa Barbara has responded with 

an outpouring of assistance and support.  We at Santa Barbara Bank and Trust want to 

recognize and thank all of the citizens, businesses, and agencies who have contributed 

their energy and resources to help minimize the hardships of the fire victims.   

We are grateful to our brave firefighters and law enforcement officers who quickly 

evacuated those people who were in imminent peril, which resulted in no loss of life, 

and then risked their own lives overnight and into the following days to battle this 

intense fire.  The many faces of heroism include less visible actions like friends and 

neighbors offering food, shelter, and other types of assistance.   They also include 

homeowners who take responsibility for clearing brush and implement other fire safety 

measures which serve to minimize the dangers of such a destructive wildfire.   

We also wish to remind the community that these hardships will be born over a period of 

months and years.  For example, Lance and Carla Hoffman both sustained serious burn 

injuries during the evacuation. Friends and family of the Hoffman’s have set up a donor 

fund for them at our Montecito branch on East Valley Road.  

We realize that many people have special financial needs as a result of the Tea Fire.  

Our bank will work closely with all sectors of the community to make every effort 

possible to accommodate those needs. 

 


